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Buncombe County Ordinance – No Success 
 
 
It is hypothesized that forced sterilization of the local animal population reduces shelter 
intake and subsequently the euthanasia rate of unwanted pets. While at times numbers 
to support this theory seem to be pulled from thin air, shelter numbers are reported 
annually to the State hopefully with some semblance of accuracy.  Using this data 
refutes animal rightist claims that the Buncombe County mandatory spay neuter 
ordinance has resulted in 60% to 70% reduction in euthanasia rates.   
 
Despite the fact that Mandatory Spay Neuter (MSN) is a failed concept, advocates in 
numerous states and occasionally in North Carolina continue to stir public opinion, 
lobbying for ordinance changes, and offering Buncombe County’s success as a model. 
 
Shelly Moore (director of the Asheville Humane Society) was quoted in one article 
stating that shelter intake dropped by 1300 in the first year after passage of the 
ordinance. (l)   During a 2008 meeting of the Buncombe County Board of 
Commissioners, the mandatory spay neuter ordinance was praised for being 
responsible for reducing shelter numbers by 2000 a year. (2) 
 
Certainly if the cited figures are accurate, Buncombe County would be proud to report 
the decrease in shelter intake and euthanasia correctly to the State Veterinarian as part 
of collecting statistics for the spay/neuter program.  However, a review of reported 
statistics from 2001 thru 2008 does not support Buncombe County’s claim of success.  
 
Reported intake in 2001was 9235 and reported intake in 2008 was 7312 – a reduction 
of 1923 or 21% in a seven year period.  Euthanasia total in 2001 was 6230 and reported 
total in 2008 was 4437 – a reduction of 1793 or 29% during this same seven year 
period.  From the first full year of enforcement, intake dropped from 7981 in 2005 to 
7312 in 2008 – a decrease of only 669 animals in three years. 
 
Reviewing available statistics from other counties shows that a few counties were able 
to achieve close to Buncombe’s percentage of decrease in shelter intake and some 
counties exceeded that percentage although actual numbers were smaller.  None of 
these counties utilized a mandatory spay neuter ordinance. 
 
 
 
 
(1) State’s spay/neuter program tapped out. Mountain Times 5/4/2005 
http://www.mountainx.com/news/2005/0504spayneuter.php  
(2)  Minutes of Buncombe County Board of Commissioners’ Continued Meeting of September 2, 
2008 http://www.buncombecounty.org/governing/commissioners/web_PDF/september22008.pdf  
 



COMPARISON OF SHELTER STATS AS REPORTED TO STATE
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